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EXTRACT FROM A LATE EUROPEAN PUBLICATION. 


N his manner of living, Mr. Hawkins carried economy 
to a blameable excefs ; but this extended chiefly to /mall 
objects, as the large fums which he gave away in his life-time, 
not only to public charities, but to his relations, abundantly 
ve. In the early circumftances of his life, rigid economy 
was abfolutely requifite; and before he acquired a fortune, his 
habits were confirmed. Bufinefs conftituted the chief pleafure 
of his life ; and his few hours of relaxation were devoted to that 
friendly focial intercourfe, which created little or no expenfe : 
he was wholly exempt from a tafte for luxury, or oftentatious 
parade. During his life-time, he gave away larger fums in 
charity, than was known even to his moft intimate friends. His 
obje& was to do good, not to acquire fame. His donations to 
public charites were -princely. He contributed 40,000/. 
three per cent. ftock to the fund for Proteftant Charity-Schools 
in Ireland; and 10,000/. three per cent. to create a fund for 
Annuities to the Widows of Naval Officers; and large fums to 
various other exifting inftitutions. 
He gave 10,000/. to the Society in Scotland for propagating 
Chriftian Knowledge. > 
Havine deftined this fum to promote the intereft of religion 
in general, and the Proteftant caufe in particular, he eonfulted 
his friend and relation, Ifaac Hawkins Browne, Efq. M. P. 
as to the charitable inftitution moft likely to promote thefe 


reat objects. 
0.7. Vol. II. Ge , Me. 





























250 Account of Mr. Hawkins. 


. Mr. H. Browne was nearly connected, by marriage, withthe 
late THomas Eart or Kinnoutt, for many years the worthy 
and much refpetted Prefident of the Scottifh Society ; and from 
his Lordfhip had acquired the knowledge of that inftitution, 
which he recommended to the attention of his generous 
Friend. 

Mr. Hawkins was led, in confequence, to inftitute a par- 
ticular inquiry into the hiftory and conftitution of that Society, 
the extent of its funds, the f{pecific objetts of their deftination, 
and the manner in which the bufinefs was conduéted. 

A CORRESPONDENCE was, of confequence, at his defire, 
carried on by the Rev. John Hepworth, Rettor of Egginton, 
near Burton, and’ Mafter of the Free School there, with the 
Secretary of the Society, refpecting thé above points. The 
infermation wanted was given in the fulleft and moft unrefer- 
ved manner; and the refult, according to Mr. Hepworth’s 
report, gave entire fatisfaction to his Employer. 

Tue correfpgndence had all’ along been carried on under 
the immediate Jgnfpection of the Directors, and they were 
encouraged, by this affurance of its favourable iffue, to hope for 
a confiderable donation; but their moft fanguine expeétations 
were far exceeded by the munificent gift, of which they foon 
afterwards received notice. In March, 1791, the Secretary 
received from Mr. Hepworth a deed, conveyed to Lfaac Hawkins 
Browne, Efy. M. P. intruft, for the Society in Scotland for 
propagating Chriftian Knowledge, the fum of 10,000]. in the five 
per cent. flock annuities: that truft to continue in force for a 
few years, if the Society fhould fo incline ; but with power to 
them to take the ftock into their own hands, if they fhould find 
it neceflary. : 

Tue Society were perfeétly willing that the truft fhould 
continue: they were confcious of their own integrity ; they 
had entire confidence in the uprightnefs and honour of the 
worthy Truftee ; and they willingly agreed to exhibit to him 
annually, for his own fatisfaction, and that of the generous 
Donor, an account of the expenditure of the fum beftowed up- 
onthem. This, accordingly, was done for a fhort period; at 
the expiration ef which, both the Donor and the Truftee were 
fo much {fatisfied with the plan of management adopted, and 
fteadily purfued by the Society, that the deed of truft was 
cancelled, and the Society left to a& according to their own 
difcretion. 

Deerty impreffed with a fenfe of gratitude to their generous, 
though unknown Benefactor, the Directors wrote, by their 
Secretary, to their worthy correfpondent, Mr. Hepworth (to 
whom the the Society were likewife indebted for a donation of 
5o/.), to requeft, that if there was a portrait of his generous 

Friend; 
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Friend, a copy of it might be taken at their expenfe ; and that 
if no fuch portrait exifted, he would employ his influence with 
him to fit for one, that it might be fufpended in their Hall—a 
monument of gratitude, when no reafon for concealment fhould 
remain. _ 

Mr. Herworru returned for anfwer, that no portrait of his 
Friend had ever been taken, except one about fixty years 
before, at the defire of his mother; and that rather than fit for 
another, he would donble his benefaétion. 

Wir invincible perfeverance, Mr. Hawkins continued, 
during the remainder of his life, to keep himfelf concealed 
from the Society ; and it was not till a confiderable time after 
his death, that they were indebted for the knowledge of his 
name, to the worthy man who firft made Mr. Hawkins 
acquainted with the exiftence of their inftitution. 

Vanity has often, and not without reafon, been afcribed to 
founders of hofpitals and other charitable inftitutions, with a 
view to hand down their names and fame to pofterity, too often 
to the utter neglect of their needy relations. But befides what 
has been already ftated, to fhew that no fuch motive exifted in 
the mind of Mr. Hawkins, it is to be obferved, that to his 
relations he acted a generous part—much he gave to them 
during his life; and, at his death, bequeathed to them all, 
ample . legacies, correfponding to the degrees of their 
propinguity. 

o extreme old age, Mr. Hawkins retained his judgment, 
and a confiderable meafure of bodily ftrength. The fortune 
which he left behind him was great. He bequeathed to his 
co-heirs at law, the property which he received from his elder 
brother ; devifed numerous legacies; and left the remainder, 
which probably amounted to 150,000/. or more, in truit to 
Ifaac Hawkins Browne, Efq. and the Rev. Thomas Gifborne, 
his relations and friends, to be difpofed of by them in charitable 
ufes—a truft which they immediately refolved to execute, 
agreeably to what they conceived to have been his intention. 
They have now nearly fulfilled the duty with which they were 
fo honourably charged, as far as they have been permitted by 
the heirs at law, who commenced a fuit in Chancery, to fet 
afide the will. This was terminated by a compromife, under 
the fanction of the Lord Chancellor, by which the Executors 
were obliged to relinquifh near two-thirds of the large fum 
bequeathed to them. 

Isaac Hawkins died at Burton upon Trent, the 8th of 
Nebruary 1800, in the ninety-firft year of his age. 

Aw eftimate of his character may be formed from the few, 
but important faéts above ftated. Had he devoted the large 
fyms which, during his life-time, he gave away in charity, to 
fplendid 
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fpendid hofpitality, his pepularity would have been greater ; 
but whether, by that means, he would have done fo much good, 
is a gueltion which is left to the wife and reflecting part off man- 
kind to decide. »As he lived a long and laborious life, fo it 
muft be allowed, that he lived and died a friend and benefactor 
to human fociety. 

Ever fince his death, the Direétors of the Society have 
been ambitious of paying a juft tribute to the memory of their 
generous and long unknown Benefactor; but it was not till 
now, in confequence of recent and authentic information, that 
they had it in their power to difcharge this debt of gratitude. 
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EXAMINATION OF CANDIDATES FOR THE 
MINISTRY. 





Ts it neceffary for an Ecclefiaftical Council to examine a Candidate 
previoufly to Ordination ? 


T HE following are fome of the reafons, which induce me 
to anfwer in the affirmative. 

First reafon. Scripture is decidedly in favour of examinations. 
Paul fays to Timothy, Lay hands fuddenly on no man, neither be 

rtaker of other men’s fins. ‘The true. meaning of this caution 
is undoubtedly given in the following paraphrafe of Doddridge. 
“ As itis a matter of fo great importance to the Chriftian 
church, what perfons are admitted to minifter in it; I charge 
thee, that thou lay hands fuddenly and rafhly on no man, to 
fet him apart for that facred truft, before his qualifications 
have been fully examined and thoroughly approved. Neither 
make thyfelf partaker in the fins of others ; as thou wilt cer- 
tainly do, if thou art the means of bringing thofe into the 
miniftry, whom thou mighteft have difcovered to be unwor- 


*thy men.” The apoftle’s caution fhould keep minifters not on- 


ly from introducing into the facred office men who are not 
qualified, but from introducing even thofe who are qualified 
without fuitable inquiry refpecting their qualifications. What 
the requifite qualifications are we learn from the fame apoftle. 
AA bifbop muft be blamelefs, the hufband of one wife, vigilant, fober, of 


good behaviour, apt to teach, holding Pil the faithful word, Se. 


This particular defcription of a Bifhop’s charatter is defigned 


not only as a ftandard to which every minifter ought himfelf 
to conform, but as a direétory for thofe, who are concerned m 
ordaining others. ‘This was the fpecial defign of the defcrip- 
tion, as appears beyond all doubt from the connexion. For 
this caufe, fays Paul to Titus, J left thee in Crete, that thou foouldft 
Jet in order the things which are wanting, and ordain elders in every 
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city, as I had appointed thee. Immediately upon this he gives 
Titus the defcription of a Bishop, which is nothing lefs than 
giving him inftruction what charaéters to ordain. And this is 
tacitly directing him not to ordain any man, without previoufly 
obtaining fatistactory evidence, that he pofleffes the character 
defcribed. Now whatever private fatisfaction minifters may 
have refpecting the character of a candidate, it is neceflary, 
when they come to att as a council, that the evidence of his 
character be exhibited before them in their public capacity, fo 
that their public act in ordaining may be attended, in public 
view, with the reafons which juftify it. 

Seconp reafon for examinations. The general pradice of ena 
lightened men in cafes far le/s important. A young man cannot be 
admitted a member of College, without a ftriét examination, 
and evidence from fubftantial teftimonials, that he is a fuitable 
character to be admitted. A man mult pafs through a very 
long and minute examination before our medical focieties, in 
order to his obtaining licence to practife the art of healing. 
A man cannot be admitted an attorney, without proof that he 
has made thofe acquifitions, which qualify him for the office. 
Our laws wifely dire&t, that the loweft clafs of fchool-matfters 
hall not be employed without inquiry into their qualifications. 
And fhall men be introduced into =. miniftry, an office infi- 
nitely more important than any other, with little or no atten- 
tion to their qualifications! Shall the children of this world be 
wifer in this refpect too, than the children of light? Shall they 

ard their temporal interefts more ftriétly, than Chriftians do 
the interelts of God’s kingdom ? 

Tuirpreafon. Jt was the pradice of the Chriftian church in prim- 
itive times. ‘“* In the firft ages of Cbriftianity a ferious examin- 
ation always preceded the ordination. Before any perfon could 
be regularly elected to-any clerical office in’ the church, the 
electors and ordainers were obliged to examine him concerning 
his faith, his movals, and condition in life. The perfon elected 
was obliged to anfwer to certain queftions of doétrine. He 
was obliged to fubfcribe to a body of articles, or confeffion of 
faith at the time of his ordination. The examination of his 
morals was very ftrict.”” See Bingham’s Antiquities of the 
Chriftian Church. 

The fame is true of our excellent forefathers. The faying of 
Calvin refpecting primitive minifters may be in a meafure ap- 
plied to the firft paftors ef New-England Churches ; “ whereas 
they underftood that they engaged in a moft important matter,’’ 
(when they undertook to ordain minifters) “ they durft attempt 
nothing, but with great reverence and carefulnefs.” 

Fourtn reafon. The very mature of the tranfaétions in which an 
erdaining council are engaged. Previoutly to ordination, they 52 
monly 
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monly vote their fatisfaction with the qualifications of the candi- 
date, and their readinefs to proceed to ordination. How can 
they by vote exprefs their fatisfaction with the qualifications of 
the candidate, when thofe qualifications have not been the fub- 
ject of inquiry ? How can they confiftently fignify their readi- 
nefs to proceed to the folemn act of ordination, when they have 
not attended to the natural, reafonable, and important queftion, 
4s the candidate properly qualified for ordination? Is it not pre- 
fumption to take it for granted, that every one, who offers 
himfelf for ordination, is fit for the miniftry ? And as to the 
act of ordination, how can a council folemnly fet apart to the 
facred office a man, whofe preparation for that office has un- 
dergone no examination? How can they embrace one as a 
brother and fellow labourer in the vineyard of Chrift, and re- 
commend him as fuch to the people, when, as a council, they 
have no evidence that he believes the gofpel, or loves the Re- 
deemer ? Without a folemn and ftrict examination, there can 
be no propriety or confiftency in the proceedings of a council 
from firft to laf. 

Firtu reafon. Jf the pradice of examining candidates be fet afide, 
the churches will be in the greateft danger of being impofed upon and 
mifguided by unqualified miniflers. If there be no inquiry refpedt- 
ing the learning, the doétrinal belief, and the perfonal religion 
of candidates, thofe, whofe belief is extremely erroneous, and 
who are deftitute of learning and religion, may without diffi- 
culty obtain ordination. As foon as we deny the neceflity of 
examination, and give up the principle on which it ftands, we 
open a door for the admiflion of the worft charatters to the fa- 
cred office. By ordaining even good men without examina- 
tion, we implicitly engage to ordain all who apply. To omit 
examinations is to fay prattically, that chara@er, whether moral 
or literary, is not of effential confequence in gofpel minifters, 

Sixtu reafon. The pradice of thoroughly examining candidates 

revioufly to ordination has many advantages. It has a defirable 
ynfluence on the council, calling up their attention anew to the 
great truths of the gofpel and the interefts of Chrift’s kingdom, 
and thus preparing them to engage with a proper fpirit in fuch 
public tranfactions. Ifthe candidate give evidence of being 
‘ well qualified for the miniftry, it prepares them to embrace him 
with cordial affection, and to live with him in the moft endear- 
ing and happy friendfhip. The practice is falutary in its ten- 
dency with reference to the people, with whom the candidate is 
connected. ‘To know that he was not ordained rafhly, but af- 
ter long and prayerful examination, was found well qualified 
for the miniltry, would naturally difpofe them to receive bene- 
fit from his labours. This information would prepare the way 
for his ufefulnels and acceptance not only among his own PEO- 
pity 
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ple, but in every place, where he fhould occafionally preach 
the gofpel. The effect of the practice would be ferviceable 
with reference to thofe who contemplate the miniftry as their 
profeffion ; while its direé influence would be to keep unquali- 
fied men from feeking to be introduced into the facred office, 
it would happily excite thofe, who are in any meafure qualified 
for the miniftry, to greater diligence and prayer in completing 
their preparation. 

The stventH reafon for it is, that there is no reafon againft it. 
They who oppofe examinations ground their oppofition ona 
variety of pretences. One is, that the candidate has been 
publicly educated and received a degree, and that his outward 
conduct has been regular and refpectable. But a collegiate 
education does not give every one even a tolerable acquaint- 
ance with common fcience. College cannot impart genius. 
Many leave College as they entered it, “ with fkulls that cannot 
teach and will not learn.” If graduates are learned, they may be 
deftitute of common morality. If their outward condué& 
fhould happen to be regular and blamelefs, they may, notwith- 
ftanding, be ignorant of Chriftianity, erroneous in their views 
of religion, and at the greateft diftance from experimental 
godlinefs, and from all the moft important minifterial quali- 
fications. . 

Another pretence is, that it is fufficient for the candidate 
merely to fay, he believes the Holy Scriptures ; and that no further 
inquiry is neceflary. But if upon examination it fhould 
appear, that, although he profeffes to believe the Bible, he re- 
jects its centents, his profeflion would deferve little credit. 

Another pretence is, that, as there is fuch difference of fenti- 
ment among minifters, it is beft to avoid difputes and difficulties 
by keeping out of fight every queftion relative to fentiment. 
Is fuch a pretence fufficiently rational and manly to deferve 
confideration ? Is it any more than faying, becaufe we differ in 
our views, let us put out our eyes, and not fee at all? Let us aG in 
the dark, left, if we fhould come to the light, we fhould not agree ? 
Let us not know each other, left we difefteem each other ? 

It is faid, that a minute and rigid examination proves to the 
eandidate a ftrong temptation to diflemble, and that, on this 
account, the practice of examination ought to be rejected. [ 
anfwer, upon the fame principle the practice of requiring civil 
oaths ought to be rejected, becaufe it proves a temptation te 
perjury. The objection proves very much indeed. 

Another objection is, that it will take up time. But is it not as 
well to ufe time in attending to the proper bufinefs of a coun- 
cil, as in converfing upon common news and airy trifles ? 

The laft objection I fhall confider is, that the candidate will 
regard an examination, as a mark of difefteem and uncandid 
fufpicion, 
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fufpicion. But will a candidate, who is a man of judgment 
and noble feeling, think himfelf injured, becaufe the council 
aim cbalinntimeliy to difcharge their duty ? If he is confcious 
of requifite qualifications, he muft furely be willing his qualifi- 
cations fhould be known. And where is the man, truly hum- 
ble and godly, who is not willing that others fhould, when it is 
neceflary, fearch for his defects as well as for his virtues ? 

Such are the arguments of thofe who oppofe the examina- 
tion of candidates. What folidity and weight thefe argu- 
ments have, I leave to the decifion of the candid. And wheth- 
er they who ufe thefe arguments do not conceal an objedtion, 


which has more influence than all others, I refer to their . 


own decifion. Honefty is the beft policy for church as well as 
ftate. . 

Here a query arifes; How far /hould the examination extend ? 
The beft anfwer I can give is, that it fhould extend as far as 
the effentials of the minifterial character. What thefe effen- 
tials are let the infallible pen of the apoftle determine. He 


treats the fubject amply in his epiftles to Timothy and Ti- 


tus. Is it effential, that a minifter be a man of information ? 
Then inquiry fhould be made concerning his information. Is 
it effential, that a minifter believe the doctrines of the Bible, or 
as the apoftle expreffes it, that he hold faft the faithful word ? 
Then inquiry fhould be made concerning his belief. Is it ef- 
fential, that a miniffer be a regenerate man, a penitent, a faint? 
Every proper method fhould be taken to difcover, whether 
he be fuch a character. Is it effential that he be prudent, 
blamelefs, apt to teach, &c. ? Inquity fhould be made concern- 
ing thefe qualifications. Is it requifite, that he fhould know 
how to deal with fouls in various cafes, what directions to give, 
what remedies to adminifter? He fhould, then, be queftioned 
as to the proper treatment of fouls in various cafes; as they, 
who feek for licence to praétife the healing art, are queftioned 
concerning the treatment of human difeafe according to its 


‘various fymptoms. What work is fo interefting as that of a 


Paftor? And is it a matter of no confequence who undertakes 
it? 


CLOSING REMARKS. 


1. If the neceflity of faithfully examining candidates is fo 
clear, and its importance fo great ; then whenever we are called 
to act in councils, we fhould not be deterred from atting faith- 
fully by fear of man. We fhould not be deterred by dread of 
reproach, nor by love of popularity. ‘Neither friendfhip, 


- nor compaflion, nor intereft, nor importunity,” fays Dr. Smith, 
_ ®fhould move us to bring any into the church, who is not, as we 


firmly 
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firmly believe in our confcience, in every refpe& duly qualified 
for its fervice. Friendthip for any man, in this refpeét, is enmi- 
ty to God. Compaffion to an individual is cruelty to the com- 
munity.” We fhould behave ourfelves like men, like Chriftians, 
like minifters of King Jefus. Remembering that the interefts of 
his church are infinitely important, we fheuld faithfully pur- 
fue them, willingly facrificing every worldly, felfifh objec for 
Chrift’s fake ; and thinking it enough to have the honour of 
faithful mini Resins the honour which cometh from God, wheth- 
er we have the honour which cometh from man or not. 

2. Thofe minifters who, in councils, oppofe examinations, 
afflume what does not belong to them. It is the right of 
every member of a council, to ufe all proper methods to ob- 
tain fatisfaction refpecting the candidate. It is the right, and 
the duty of delegates, as well as of minifters. Now whatever 
private fatisfaction minifters may have from perfonal acquaint- 
ance with the candidate, it is rarely the cafe, that delegates 
have any fuch fatisfaction. Shall they be required to a&t with 
blind, implicit confidence in minifters ? Shall they be deprived 
of the fatisfaction, which a free and thorough examination 
might afford? Shall they be kept from afking, and from hear- 
ing others afk quelftions relative to the religious views and fen- 
timents of him, whom they are called to ordain? This would 
be an imperious contempt of delegates. It would be a palpa- 
ble infringement of the privilege of churches. 

How great is the guilt of thofe, who oppofe examinations ! 
They are remifs and eafy in admitting to the miniftry fuch, as 
ought to have neither lot nor part in this matter. ‘They do 
much to promote error and delufion among the people, who 
look up to them as guides, and have no fufpicion, that they 
will ordain men who are unqualified to preach the gofpel. 
‘They are in effe& partakers of other men’s fins. ‘They are re- 
fppniible for ail the defeéts, errors, and hurtful influence of 
thofe, whom they remifsly introduce. As minifters keep the 
door of the fanétuary, they muift anfwer to God, and to the 
fouls of men, for fuch as they unwarrantably let in. Alas, 
how funk is the credit and authority of councils ; how do our 
churches lie mourning in the dult; how are minilters divided, 
and their influence dwindled aw ay almoit to nothing , through 
the want of vigilance and fidelity in thofe, who have the keys of 
Chrilt’s kingdom, 

Finally, there is reafon to think the moft faithful minifters 
come fhort of their duty in this refpeét.. Who is fuffficiently af- 
fectionate, patient, laborious, difcerning, and prayerful in ex- 
amining thofé, who are candidates for ordination ? And {hall 


we fall even below thofe, who come fhort of duty? Shall wey 


defert thofe, who, in this evil day, aim to be faithful to their 
No. 7. Vol. II. li w truft ? 
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truft ? Shall we go over to the fide of thofe, who are not only 
lax in principle and fupine in the difcharge of the paftoral of- 
fice, but are the moft cumberfome, oppreflive load, which lies 


upon the fhoulders of the miniftry ? 
NEANISKOS. 


N. B. Are not thofe minifters willing to examine candidates, whe 
are willing to difplay their own theory ? And are not thofe minifters 
averfe from examining candidates, who for certain reafons are averfe at 
prefent from difplaying their own tenets ? Let fads determine. 








—_— 


APOSTASY IN PROFESSORS OF RELIGION. 


HERE have been always many profeffors of reli- 
gion (and great ones too) deltitute of grace. The 
church has been impofed upon by fuch perfons, in all ages: 
for it has admitted numbers of them to its communion. Nay, 
the apoftles themfelves, though endowed with extraordinary 
ifts, were frequently deceived by them. They ordained 
Nicholas a deacon; Demas was the companion of St. Paul; 
Hymeneus and Alexander, Phygellus and Hermogenes were 
highly refpected by him. The deception lafted, in fome in- 
ftances for a fhorter, in others for a longer time; and, in ma- 
ny inftances, was probably never difcovered: from whence we 
may infer, That a mere profeflor may fpeak and act in fucha 
way as to impofe upon the moft judicious and difcerning Chrif- 
tians ; he may poffefs great gifts, and be called perhaps to the 
miniftry, and made ufeful. : 

I apprehend that mere profeffors are not always aware of 
their hopocrify. It is a fin that lies deep, and works much in 
fecret. A defigning hypocrite is undoubtedly confcious of 
hypocrify ; yet many are fatally deceived thereby, who are not 
at all fufpicious of their danger: they have fomething 
like religion,—feelings which refemble thofe of the peo- 
ple of God: they have the exact counterfeit of grace; 
and as they have never experienced the reality, they are the 
lefs able to difcover that itis only the counterfeit. Or they 
may play the hypocrite, defignedly at firft, till God is pro- 
voked to punifh them with judicial blindnefs ; making them fall 
miferable victims to their own hypocrify. 

I think, however, ‘there is frequently fomething in thefe per- 
fons, calculated to awaken a fufpicion of their fincerity ; yet 


ea, Not always. When nothing fufpicious appears, I believe it is 
¥ commonly attributable to one or other of thefe caufes. There 





» is a natural amiablenefs of difpofition, or agreeablenefs of man- 
ners, 
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ners, which appears more beautiful and lovely than 
grace itfelf, when the temper is rugged and -the manners 
coarfe. There is a natural warmth of feeling and affec- 
tion, which looks like love to God and zeal forhis glory ; and 
there is a defigning head and a diflembling heart, which 
ufes religion merely as an inftrument to promote its per- 
fonal and worldly interefts. Frequently, however, there is 
fomething which marks them for doubtful characters, and, in 
mott inftances, of notorious declenfion or apoftafy. They 
like to talk about doétrinal fubjeéts much better than a- 
bout experimental and praétical; and when it happens that 
they converfe upon them, it is with reference to others; feldom 
to themfelves. Their converfation is rather dry than favoury and 
profitable. There is fomething in their manner incontiftent 
with the Spirit of Chrift. An attentive obferver may perceive, 
that Self is too prominent ; either Self-conceit or Self-intereft. 
Their religion feems more for fhew than ufe. If you catch 
them off their guard in private, they are not the fame men that 
they are in public; and their good qualities are partial, not 

Giniverfal ; the offspring of fome naturally amiable difpofi- 
tions,—not of fanctitying grace. 

There are feveral cauies which may induce people to profefs 
religion, and make them appear like converted perfons; and, 
fo long as thefe caufes continue to operate, the appearance of 
religion is maintained ; but, when they ceafe, declenfion and 
sinaly take place. 

- The children of pious parents are frequently (and ought al- 
ways to be) inftructed in the doétrines of grace from their iny 
fancy ; and reftrained from bad company and finful practices : 
but when the parents die, or the children, being grown up, 
become their own mailters and miftrefles, they forfake religion ; 
and we difcover, that the pleafant appearances in their child- 
hood and youth were the effects merely of parental au- 
thority,—not of divine grace. Men are frequently placed in 
fituations in which they have no temptation to apoftatize ; but 
the reverfe. Prefently, however, the world offers fomething 
more flattering to their pride, or more tempting to their in- 
tereft ; and then they follow Demas. Affliction occafions many 
to profefs religion. Severe affliction, efpecially if it meets with 
an affectionate temper, and is accompanied with convictions 
of fin, renders the converfation and amufements of the world 
taftelefs and infipid. Sinners are poer comforters. They find 
the hearts of Chriftians tender and fympathizing,—their con- 
verfations foothing and comfortable: they choofe, therefore, 
Chriftians for their companions, and diligently attend upon 
the means of inftruction. But when time has taken off the 
edge of their grief, the fympathy of Chriflians becomes lefs 
needful, 
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needful, and converfation lefs agreeable ; the amufements of 
the world acquire a new relifh ; and prefently the reins are 
thrown loofe on the neck of Gaiety and Diflipation. 

The fubjecé will afford us two or three ufeful remarks :— 

1ft, The apoftafy of profeffors ought not to fhake our faith 
in the gofpel. It fhould make us jealous of ourfelves, and 
ftimulate us to diligent felf-examination; it fhould teach us 
our own weakneis, and the abfolute need we have of divine 
grace to keep us ;—but it fhould not lower our opinion of the 
excellency of religion, or of the faithfulnefs of God to his 
promifes. We fhould judge of the gofpel by what it is in it- 
felf, and by the noble effects it produces in true believers ; and 
not difefteem it becaufe pretenders to religion act like the reft 
of the world. 

2d, It prefles upon us the neceflity of felf-examination., 
Diligent felf-examination is attended with great advantages to 
all :—the finner difcovers more clearly his character—and the 
Chriftian his need of preferving grace. 

3d, It teaches us the neceflity of being entirely and unrefer- 
vedly given upto God. ‘“ My fon, give me thine heart !”’ The 
{malleft referve will prove fatal. One fin, and that perhaps a 
fecret fin ; a fin of the mind, a difpofition or affection contrary 
to the gofpel, has maintained the life and power of fin in the 
foul, and led to a gradual but total apoftafy. “He who does 
not feek to be univerfally holy, is not fincerely holy ;” and 
without godly fincerity there can be no perfeverance in reli- 


gion. W.W. 


EAS DO re 
EXPERIENCE OF MISS P——. 


REMEMBER to have been under ferious impreflions as 

early as fix or feven years of age. But nothing very re- 
markable till I was nearly fixteen. At that time I imagined 
I took great fatisfaction in reading Mrs. Row’s Devout Exercifes 
of the Heart. I thought I had fimilar feelings and was making 
confiderable advances in religion. About that time I heard a 
fermon : the preacher in the clofe of the difcourfe addrefied 
youth and children in a very pathetic manner. It had a very 
great effect upon me, (as I thought) I felt my affections raifed 
to a great height in love to God and Chrift, and contempla- 
tions on the joys of heaven. I thought I took great delight in 
fecret prayer. But my ferioufnefs did not laft long; it was 
like the morning cloud and early dew, which foon pafleth away. 
I became fo ftupid in a few months, as wholly to neglect fecret 


prayer. When Iwas 17 I attended a dancing fchool. This 
nurfery 
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nurfery of wickednefs put an end to all my ferioufnefs. I do 
not remember to have had a check of confcience for the three 
months which I attended. I felt perfectly at liberty to ridicule 
religion, and the profeflors of it. I can hardly forbear warn- 
ing parents, and thofe who have the care of children, to be par- 
ticularly careful to keep them from fuch places of amufement, 
where the Holy Spirit feldom if ever comes. I believe dancing 
has a moft powerful influence to diffipate the mind and harden 
the heart againft every thing of a ferious nature. Some have 
fuppofed dancing to be an innocent amufement. But how can any 
thing be innocent which the religion of the gofpel totally. dii- 
cards? When the Divine Spirit takes up his abode in the foul, 
when the heart is renewed and fanétified by divine grace, in- 
ftead of reforting to an affembly room to mingle with the gay ; 
the foul loves to retire to the clofet, to pour forth its defires in- 
to the bofom of its God and Saviour ; or go to the houfe of 
God with thofe who keep holy days; and fay with the fweet 
pfalmiit of Ifrael, I had rather be a door-keeper in the houfe of 
my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedne/s. 

Some time in the courfe of a year afterwards, my former 
convictions were roufed up again by hearing a fermon, and the 
{peaker’s making particular inquiry into my {fpiritual ftate. I 
then realized in fome degree, that I was a finner, and expofed 
to punifhment. But I had no juft views of the nature of fin, 
or of the holy law of God. I fuppofed I could pray myfelf 
into favour with God. I thought the good work was already 
begun, and all that was necefflary to complete it, was to continue 
in prayer and avoid gay company. I often felt my heart much 
engaged in prayer, and thought I was pleafed with the charace 
ter ot God and Chrift. But I have reafon to fear it was my 
own character, and fuppofed high attainments in religion that 
fo much excited my complacency. Again my fears fubfided, 
and I made an excufe of this kind, “ that I was in as faira way 
for heaven as people in general ; and if there was fuch a thing 
as a change of heart, poflibly I might experience it at fome fu- 
ture time.” So for feveral months things went on {moothly. 
But I humbly truft God in mercy t6 my perifhing foul roufed 
me from my {tupidity by feveral fermons preached by one, who 
I believe is a faithful fervant of Jefus Chrift, from 1 Pet. i. 2. 
“‘ Elect according to the fore-knowledge of God,” &c. When 
I heard the text named, my enmity was excited toa confider- 
able degree, to think the dottrine of election would be brought 
into view. I always felt greatly oppofed to any who believed 
it; and wholly difcarded it myfelf. I attended clofely to the 
firft difcourfe, and befpre I arofe from my feat was convinced 
the doétrine was true. But my heart rofe againft it, I felt 
that I was a finner, and that it was not likely that 1 was one _ 
tne 
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the elect, and that there was no fuch thing as efcaping out of “ 
_ the hands of fo terrible a God! My conviétions continued fev- 
eral months, though not fo pungent all the time; till I heard 
another difcourfe upon the day of judgment. The folemnities 
of the fcene were brought to view in a very ftriking man- 
ner. That, together with the 88th Hymn of the 1 Book, feem- 
ed to alarm ail] my fears. I then felt that Iwas not only a fin- 
ner, but a great finner ; and that my former prayers and du- 
ties were an abomination in the fight of God. I realized im 
fome meafure that I muft have truth in the inward parts, and 
that no falfe guifes would fhelter me in the day of God’s 
wrath. I feveral times had temptations to make way with my- 
felf. But the thought that I fhould immediately drop into 
hell, deterred me from it. God appeared great and terrible. In 
the twilight of the evening as I was walking alone, this quef- 
tion arofe in my mind: ‘ What would become of me, if I 
fhould be called to appear in the judgment to-night ?’ My 
confcience- anfwered, “ you muft appear on the /ft hand!” 
Time feemed fhort, and eternity juft approaching. fF felt my- 
felf ftanding on the crumbling verge of eternal ruin! Then, 
and not till then, it feemed perfectly juft in God to caft me off 
forever. I thought I would throw myfelf at the feet of fov- 
ereign mercy, and let the Lord do asfeemed him meet. I then 
gave up all hope of being faved by any of my own endeavours, 
and faw it mult be of the fovereign grace of God. I felt difpo- 
fed to fall into the hands of God, and let him difpofe of me to 
his own glory ; not knowing what he would do with me. J 
immediately felt my heart go out after God. The Saviour ap- 
peared altogether lovely. I could not hold my peace, though 
alone. I breathed out the feelings of my heart by faying, “ O 
thou divine Saviour, O {weet and lovely Jefus, come and take 
up thine abode with me.” When I returned to the houfe, as I 
entered the door, I heard fome perfon finging a dancing tune ; 
it feemed fo dreadful, 1 could not endure it. I went direély 
out again. I felt afraid of any thing that would take away 
the fweetnefs I felt in my foul. But I had no idea it was re- 
ligion Ithen enjoyed. I do not recollect that I once thought 
it was a change of heart. My comfort did not laft long, net 
an hour. I then thought the Holy Spirit had done ftrivin 

with me, as I did not feel diftrefled about my own falvation. t 
could not feel my former diftrefs, and fo I thought by my re- 
peated rebellion I had grieved away the Holy Spirit. To be 
given up of God, feemed unfpeakably dreadful. Thus I con- 
tinued for nearly a fortnight, at which time God was pleafed, 
as 1 hope and truft, to fet my foul at liberty. One evening as I 
was returning home from a vifit, all at once the divine charac 
terappeared fo glorious, and the way of falvation by a Media- 
tor 
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wor fo fuitable and proper, that the fweet view I had of divine 
things filled my heart with joy and peace that.cannot be de- 
{cribed. I thought I could fee the divine wifdom and good- 
nefs in every thing, “All things feemed full of God.” I 
could not but wonder where I had been all my days, that 1 had 
never beheld God in the works of nature before. Every thing 
feemed new. The Bible appeared a new book, and I took 
great delight in reading it, efpecially the Pfalms. Watts’ 
Hymns and Pialms were peculiarly fweet. Thofe whom I 
thought bore the image of Chrift were pleafant objects in my view. 
The doétrines of the gofpel ai] feemed to harmonize; and the 
fovereignty of God feemed to be my only prop. I could then fee 
that it was the electing love of God that had fweetly forced me 
in. I ufed toretire to a grove of pines to pour out my defires 
to God a number of times in a day. I felt as if God had been 
fo gracious to my foul that I had nothing to afk for felf, only to 
praife him for what he was im and of himfelf, and plead for 
poor finners. 








“ BORN OF GOD.” 


S by the natural birth there is a foundation for new im- 
preffions and habits, therefore, when a perfon becomes 
the fubject of holy exercifes and habits, this change is termed a 
birth. The motto above afflerts this birth to be of God, that it 
is effeted by God. He is the Author, the moft powerful 
agent. This birth is not effected by corporeal might, nor in- 
tellectual energy, by the caution of prudence, the meditations 
of philofophy, nor the tremblings of terror ; but by the power 
and Spirit of God. The fire of genius, and the blaze of fcience 
are inadequate to fuch an effect. It would be fuperfluous, they 
are fo numerous, to recite texts of fcripture, which prove the 
fubjects of the new birth to be born of God. 

In this doérine various fects of Chriltians profefledly unite, 
though really they are as oppofite as froft and fire. Hopkin- 
fians, Arminians, Calvinifts, and Socinians build their hopes on 
divine influences. Dr. Prieftly fays, “there is a fenfe in which 
all is effected by the ‘influences of the Spirit.” He alfo fays, 
there is but one agent in the univerfe.’ This, when applied 
to regeneration, may harmonize with the opinion of Calvinitts, 

that God is the only agent. The difciples of Arminius encour- 
age themfelves in expectation of divine influences to aflil 
their morally good endeavours for new obedience. 

Of another defcription is a fplendid galaxy of divines, who have 
for generations taught that regeneration is a phyfical change, in 
which men are pafive. A word of reply to thefe opinions may 
, be 
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be proper. ‘l'o thofe, who expect divine grace to aflift their 
morally good endeavours for regeneration, we fay, that till thofe 
characters, which are “only evil and that continually’? may at 
the fame time be good, till eyes blind and ears deaf, can fee and 
liear ; till thofe, who are dead, live and move, the doétrine of 
finners’ morally good endeavours for regeneration muft be 
feebly fupported. If no fuch endeavours exift, the idea of in- 
fluences to aid thofe endeavours is of courfe imaginary. More 
unreafonable is it to fuppofe men pa/ive in what God commands 
them to do. Wicked men are commanded to “ make them- 
{elves new hearts,’’ to “ convert,’”’ to “ turn themfelves unto the 
Lord ;” but if men are neceflarily pa/ive in this work, thefe 
commands mean nothing, or fomewhat infinitely worfe. If men 
muft unavoidably be paflive, and yet are commanded to “a- 
wake,” to “rife,” to “turn,” to ‘ work,” it reminds one of 
him, who demanded brick without ftraw. It may be faid that 
** the new birth is effected by Almighty power.” But how does 
this prove that men are pafive ? We are alfo taught that the 
fame Almighty power, which raifed Chrift from the dead, pro- 
duces faith in believers ; yet no one has inferred from this, that 
believers are paflive in their faith. . By his Almighty power 
God directs the volitions of men, yet men are not paflive, but 
active in thofe volitions. Ifregeneration were a phy/fica/ change, 
there would be an addition to the natural powers. But no 
facts fupport this, There is no phyfical depravity, therefore 
no phyfical change is needed. What phyfical power had the 
dwellers of Eden, not equally enjoyed by their children? A 
moral depravity there is, dreadful in its nature ; but a phyfical 
change to remedy a moral depravity would be as unnatural as 
to apply a balfam to remove the vices of the heart, or to ad- 
drefs a moral argument to heal a broken bone. He who firft 
fuggetted a phyfical change to relieve the moral evils of the 
heart might with the fame propriety have written on the piety 
of a circle, and the vice of a triangle. 

If it now be inquired Jow the Holy Spirit effects the work 


of regeneration, in what this operation is different from others, 
‘may it not be doubted whether any man can tell? “ The wind 


bloweth where ii lifteth; ye hear the found, but cannot tell 
whence it cometh or whither it goeth ; fo is every one, who is 
born of the Spirit.” 

Still may we not cautioufly inquire, are not all hearts directed 
by God? Does he not turn every thought and inclination as 
rivers of water are turned? Did net he turn the Egyptians’ 
hearts * to hate his people ?”? Does not the Pfalmilt pray, “ in- 
cline not my heart to any evil thing?” Does this imply that 
men are pafive when direéted by divine power? Does any one 
doubt its confitency with free agency ? Then may we not fup- 

pofe 
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pofe that when God ceafes to “ incline to evil,’ to “ lead men 
into temptation,’ to turn them to “hate his people,” to 
«harden their hearts ;?? when he puts his fear in their hearts,” 
yhen he gives them > y fpirit of prayer, then are they born of 
d. As they have been dependent, they now continue depend- 
ent in the exércife of a new heart. Neither grace nor holine(s, 
ither the faint nor finner, isindependent. Both charaéters are 
equally dependent. The fame power, for the fame ultimate pur- 
‘pofe, and with the fame impartial benevolence, forms one veflel 
to honour and another to difhonour. The Spirit of God with 
the fame wifdom raifed up Pharaoh to deftroy, and Paul to 
fave immortal men. Nor need this alarm the reflecting mind. 
The pious readily grant that God gives them their gratitude, 
their love, and their devotion, yet they believe themielves vol- 
untary and ative in thofe duties ; they believe themfelves the 
proper fubjects of praife and reward. On the fame ground, why 
may not the wicked be equally dependent and equally proper 
fubjeéts of blame and punifhment? In both cafes they are de- 
pendent, and aétive, and accountable. 

A plaufible objection occurs. “ If all thoughts and exercifes 
are produced by the Spirit of God, as really as regeneration, 
then why is this fo repeatedly called the work of God?” An- 
fwer. It is congenial with the ftyle of Scripture, and the feel- 
ings of man, more emphatically to aferibe to God events, which 
are fingular and great, than thofe, which are common and lefs 
affecting. Thus Scripture fays, “the voice of the Lord break- 
eth the cedars of Lebanon.” But this does not prove, nor im- 
ply, but the voice of the Lord equally bends the pliant willow 
of the valley; it equally breathes in the gale, and thunders in 
the ftorm. It is the fame Spirit, who divides the Jordan, and 
forms the filent ripple on its furface, that reftrains Paul at one 
time from violating the ceremonial law, and at another holds 
him back from perfecuting Jefus Chrift ; yet the laft event may 
be emphatically ftyled the work of God. 

May we not then humbly inquire whether the diftinction be- 
tween common and /pecial influences is founded in truth? If by 
common influences be meant thofe, which are generally and 
ufually enjoyed ; if by fpecial be meant thofle, which are great 
and fingular, the diftinétion is undoubtedly jult ; but if the dif- 
tinction fuppofes a difference in the nature and tendency of the 
caufe operating in the two cafes, its propriety may be doubted. 
‘The nature of the caufe is the fame, which forms the humble 
willow of Spitzbergen, and the lofty pine of New-England ; 
and is not the nature of the caufal influence the fame, which 
reftrains the wicked man, by the force of his confcience, and 
the fanctified man by the goodneds of his heart ? 
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One important doétrine, the univerfal dependence of meni, 
is direétly impreffed on the mind by the above remarks.. The 
fubject fhows us, that all men, at all times, and in all circum- 
ftances, are equally dependent on God. Adam in paradife was 
as dependent as Daniel in the den of lions. Belfhazzar, fur- 
rounded by his military lords, was as dependent as the three 
children in the fiery furnace. Saul, breathing out flaughter 
on his way to Darnafcus, was as dependent as Peter loaded 
with irons, and guarded by foldiers. ‘The finner is as depen- 
dent for his reftraints, as the Chriftian for his virtues. Every 
mati.is as dependent for ftrength to walk, as for grace to pray ; 
for power to get wealth, as for power to make him a new 
heart, EUSEBIUS. 








THE CONVERSION OF A FAMILY. 


BOUT the year 1712, a worthy and induftrious family, 

of the name of , was fettled at C. a village nearly 
in the centre of fhire. In the parents, a moral charaéter 
without reproach was blended with a ftri€@, and perhaps fuper- 
ftitious, regard to the forms of devotion ; but they were total- 
ly ftrangers to the religion of the heart. Their confeflions were 
deftitute of penitential forrow, for they knew not the evil of 
fin ; their petitions were mingled with no ardent defires, for 
they knew not the need nor the value of divine mercy ; their 








_ praifes were not enlivened by grateful love, for they had never 


learned to “ account all things. but lofs forthe excellency of 
the knowledge of Chrift.” ‘To be honeft and fober, and to keep 
to their church, was all the religion they knew; and they were 
refolutely determined that thgy and their houfe would know no 
other ; but God, who is rich in mercy, had determined other- 
wife. 

In a few years the family became numerous; and, though 
feveral died in infancy, the parents, by the fruits of their induf- 
try, trained up fix fons and four daughters. It became neceffa- 
ry to provide fituations for the fons ; and the fecond of them, 
about the year 1730, received a propofal to refide at C »a 
rmarket-town in the fame county, with a perfon of confiderable 
re{peétability, a member and a deacon of a Diffenting church. 
The religion of the propofed mafter formed the only objection 
to his fervice ; this was over-tuled by other advantages, and 
the offer was accepted. At the youth’s departure to his new 
fituation, his father faid to him, ‘ Son, you muft now faithfully 
promife me never to enter the meeting-houfe at : on this 








» condition, you go to your place.’—The fon, witout hefitation, 


accepted 
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accepted the condition, and made the required engagement. 
‘Fixed in his new refidence, he foon reaped, in the confidence of 
his mafter, the juft reward of his own diligence. The attach- 
ment was mutual; and the youth was furprifed to find ina 
man, whofe religion he had been taught to reprobate, virtues 
which commanded his efteem. In the family too, domettic 
peace and good order were fultained, and crowned by daily de- 
votion ; at which the youth was expected to be prefent. He 
‘was not, however, once atked to attend at meeting ; but regu- 
Jarly took his place in the parifh-church. At this time he was 
wholly deftitute of any concern refpecting his eternal fafety : 
he had no idea at all of his native depravity : fuch was his {pir- 
itual blindnefs, that he could repeat the ten commandments 
every Sabbath, without once fufpecting that he had broken any 
of them, even in the thoughts or wifhes of his heart ; and, by a 
neceflary confequence, atonement by the blood of the Great 
Sin-Offering, and regeneration of heart by the Divine Spirit, 
appeared to him as doétrines of no value: he had, however, 
good natural fenfe, and could perceive that the righteous is, in 
many inftances, “ more excellent than his neighbour.” 
Prefbyterian was then the general term with which an igno- 
rant multitude thought fit to reproach almoft all perfons ot ie- 
rious godlinefs. Amongtft thefe, the mafter of the youth was 
well known ; and he fhared largely the fcourge of the perfe- 
cutor’stongue. His fervant, who had often, in other inftances, 
united in fimilar revilings, was now convinced that his matter, 
at leaft, merited better treatment : he faw him upright, gentle, 
temperate, benevolent, and devout ; and the youth faid to him- 
feli, “Surely, a bad religion could not make fo good a man.’ 
This conviction wrought fo powerfully on the mind of the fer- 
vant, that he exceedingly wifhed to know more perfectly what 
his matter’s religion was ; but he had {aid to his father, and he 
held his promife facred, ‘1 will never enter the meeting-houfe 
at ” This engagement held him to his church ; but his 
defire to attend, for once, where his malter worfhipped, ftil in- 
creafed ; and he believed he could, without a breach of prom- 
ife, ftand in the porch of the meeting-houfe. He did fo. It 
was a fummer’s day,—the doors were opened,—the minifter 
pleaded with earneftnefs,—the youth’s attention was caught,— 
and the arrow of conviction reached the deflined mark. He 
faid, and it was the firft time he had made the confeflion, ‘1 am 
a loft finner;? but he foon added, ‘'Fo me is the word of his 
- falvation fent.’ The change in his charaéter was fudden, but 
decifive. He had heard the voice of the good Shepherd, and 
could no longer be happy, whilft excluded from his fold. As 
became a fon, both dutiful and pious, he wrote to his father, 


faying, ‘ I faithfully regard my promife, not to enter the meet- 
ae | ing-houlg » 
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ing-houfe at , as the condition of my prefent refidence ; 
but I cannot any longer remain here, unlefs you remove that 
condition, and allow me to attend where, I believe, my duty to 
God and my eternal intereft dire me.’ On the receipt of this 
letter, the father, highly alarmed and enraged, commanded his 
fon inftantly to return home ; yet he was obliged, out of regard 
to his mafter’s intereft, to fend, for the prefent, a younger fon in 
his room ; from whom he exacted the fame promife which he 
had received from his brother. 

The converted youth, with mingled joy and forrow, now 
fought the paternal roof, and met an angry parent with fub- 
miflion, and ardent prayer to God for direction in his new and 
trying fituation. The next Lord’s-day morning his father, fee- 
ing the fon preparing to walk, inquired what was his defign : 
the fon replied, ‘ Father, I revere your authority ; you know I 
have ever obeyed you ; and, in one inftance, I fear I carried 
that obedience too far, by placing your authority above that of 
my Heavenly Judge: my promife extended only to one place, 
and I am going this morning to the meeting-houfe at B : 
it is the neareft place in which I can unite with fertous Chrif- 
tians, and hear the doctrine which I think neceflary to my eter- 
nal falvation. In this inftance, I hope you will allow me to 
act for myfelf: in all others Iam ftill ready to obey your com- 
mands,’—To this addrefs the enraged father replied, * If you go 
to any meeting, my houfe fhall be no longer your home.’ ‘I 
hope it will,’ the fon replied, and refpectfully withdrew. He 
avoided that day to fee his father again; and the next day he 
filently refumed his ufual occupation. But religion was now 
the pleafure and bufinefs of every day to this pious youth. Of- 
ten he would protraé the evening-walk with a brother or a fif- 
ter on his arm, to whom he told, with heart-felt joy, the hope 
which glowed in his breaft for another and a better world, 
where He dwells, who bore the curfe for guilty men. At home, 
the winter’s évening was employed in religious converfe ; and 
Dr. Watts’ pfalmns and hymns, which he had brought with 
him, agreeably allured a family fond of mufic, and banifhed 
from their dwelling the vain and trifling village-fong. This 
change, of courfe, became the wonder and the reproach of the 
whole village. Had the family become abandoned to every 
vice, ‘the circumftance would probably have excited little fur- 
prife or regret ; but to hear of religion on any day but Sunday 
was a new thing to thefe poor villagers, and as difagreeable as 
it was ftrange ;—even the children at fchool learned to revile, 
as they pafled the door, the whole of the family where the heav- 
enly ftranger had taken up his conftant abode. 

The work was of God, and none could hinder it. Ina few 
y months the pious youth had the happinefs to difcover a decided 
” , change 
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* change of character in a brother, and in two of his filters ; and 
they, determining to fhare the reproach of the crofs, accompani- 
ed their brother to his ufual place of worlhip. Frequently, on 
their return, they were all four of them fhut out of doors by an 
offended father ; and thus would have remained without thel- 
ter, had not their mother (a tender parent, and now become a 
pious one) often crept filently down the ftairs, at dead of night, 
to re-admit her banifhed children. ‘The father, poor unhappy 
man, would have felt far lefs forrow in following his children 
to the grave, than in feeing them thus take their whole delight 
in prayer and praife, and holy converfe ; though it was evident 
to all impartial obfervers, that every moral virtue, and every 
tender attachment to himfelf, were by their religion abundant. 
ly heightened and enlarged.—How dreadful are the effects of a 
deep-rooted prejudice againft evangelical truth ! 

New events increafed the unhappy father’s grief, and the joy 
of his pious children. The fon, who had replaced his elder 
brother, now informed his father that he muft, if he ftayed at 
C***, have liberty alfo to hear what he belicved to be the gof- 
pel of falvation.—The father replied with anger, ‘ you.mutt uie 
your own pleafure, for lL have no other fon whom i can truft to 
replace you.’ Steady perfeverance gained on the father’s oppo- 
fition ; he faw that his children, though they were dutiful to 
him, had learned, that “to love father or mother more than 
Chrift, is to be unworthy of him.” ‘The neighbours too be- 
came lefs violent in their reproaches, when they perceived that 
they were patiently endured. Truth prevailed, and oppofition 
gave way. The elder children carefully inftructed the young- 
er ; all had liberty to attend ferious and godly preachers. De- 
votion and a godly life filenced the objections of one parent, 
whilft the other, together with all her ten children, evidently 
partook of that grace, which bringeth falvation. 

The writer of thefe lines faw the aged mother about the year 
1774, fix weeks before her death; fhe was then eighty-one ; 
venerable in form and countenance, her dignity was that of a 
faint juft about to commence the fong, “ Unto him that hath 
loved me,” &c. This old difciple retraced, in the preceding 

iftory, the dealings of God to her and hers, in a manner which 

xed an indelible impreflion on the writer’s mind, though he 
was then but eleven years old. A few days after this inter- 
view, fhe was-admitted into the joy of her Lord. 

The father, who died fome years before, had regularly at- 
tended the means of grace with his family. One of the fons 
died in youth. The other five were efteemed aid highly ufe. 
ful Chriftians in feveral of the midland counties. One of ihe 
daughiers.is ftill living in the county of Gloucefter, and poi- 
feffes, in advanced life, all the ardent piety of her long deceated 
parent. 
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parent. An immediate defcendant of ‘one of the younger 
brothers is paftor of a Chriftian, Society within a few miles of 
the village of C——, and fometimes preaches, he hopes with 
fuccefs, hard by the houfe of his anceftors, which he never 
views without faying, “ Lord, I adore thy ways to bring me 
near to God.” ‘Thy ways are in the great deep, and thy 
footiteps are not*known.”? Thy counfel fhall ftand, and thou 
wilt do all thy pleafure.’”’ v 

The preceding narrative may lead us to reflect, 1. On the 
injultice of the charge fo often urged againft godly minifters 
and ferious Chriftians, as difturbers of the peace of fociety. 
When the lamb is to be worried, the wolf wants not a pre- 
text. Ever fince our divine Mafter dwelt on the earth, his 
doétrine has excited violent oppofition from the ignorant, the 
prejudiced, and the vicious ; but fhall we, on this account, cen- 
fure Chriftianity ? As well may we blame the innocent travel- 
ler for exciting the avarice and the cruelty of the robber. In 
the religion of Chrift all is meek, peaceful, and benevolent : its 
oppofers render it the occafion of reproach and bitter conten- 
tion; but. the caufe of thefe evils is in themfelves ; and with 
them will finally reft both the blame and the punifhment. 

2. ‘The paftor who, in his own refidence, or during his own 
life, gathers but little fruit from his labours, has often by them 
enriched diftant churches and fucceeding generations. Let 
minifters recollect this in the hour of difcouragement, nor ever 
decline from their Mafter’s work, fince a fingle difcourfe, ad- 
drefled to an unexpected hearer, has often proved as a foun- 
tain opened to circulate the higheft of all bleffings through 
channels too numerous, complex, and extenfive, to be traced 
with accuracy, till knowledge fhall be rendered complete in a 
better world. 

In the commencement of a religious courfe, how necef- 
fary is it to unite the meeknefs of wifdom with unbending for- 
titude! Had the pious fon been deficient in meeknefs, he 
might have fled his father’s houfe, or have violently refented 
the harfh treatment which he received. On the other hand, 
without fortitude to fultain perfecution, he would have refigned, 
to prefent intereft and eafe, all the unfpeakable advantages and, 
confolations of religion; but combining thefe virtues, thoug 
the trial was hard, the refult was happy. 

4- Let it not be forgotten, that the holy life and gentle man, 
ners of a pious matter firft filenced, in his fervant, objections to 
religion, and then induced him fo attend a gofpel miniftry, 
Too often, we fear, is this cafe reverfed ; and thus the way of 
truth is evil fpoken of. God will eftablifh the work of our 
hands upon us; and religion will abundantly profper pias 
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thofe who avow its interelts fhall alfo difplay its excellencies 
in their habitual conduct, and thus become “living epiftles 
ef Jefus Chrift, known and read of all men.” NEPOS. 








For THE MAssACHusETTS Misstonary MAGAZINE. 


ON MISAPPLICATION OF SCRIPTURE, 


AM pleafed when I hear Scriptures adduced in prayer, 

fermons, or in religious converfation, according to the ap- 
parent meaning of the Holy Ghoft. But when texts are ufed 
in a different fenfe from what they bear in their connexion, it 
excites feelings, which tend to the injury of devotion. We 
readily grant, that no writer fhould be quoted differently from 
his own fenfe and meaning. Authors are not pleafed to fee or 
hear their words turned from their plain and original defign. 
Is this accuracy, in juftice, due to fellow-creatures? Then 
furely, we ought to cite the Holy Scriptures with accuracy, 
and due attention. Jf any man fpeak, let him fpeak as the Oracles 
of God. 
oe a fpecimen of the many texts, which are often mifappli- 
ed, I will mention a few initances. 

Many religious perfons, when confidering themfelves near 
the clofe of life, have been heard to repeat thefe words, Why is 
bis chariot fo long in coming? Why tarry the wheels of his chariot ? 
They are found Judges v.28. No one can read the words. un- 
derftandingly, in that excellent fong of Deborah and Barak, 
and not admire their beauty. But what is their fubject ? They 
reprefent Sifera’s mother looking out at a window impatiently 
waiting for the return of her fon, loaded with the rich {poils of 
God’s covenant people. The words, in their connexion, ex- 
prefs the prefumption, the vanity, and the pride of her heart. 
God was not in her thoughts, Is it not improper thus to mif- 
apply the facred text, and ufe it in a fenfe very different from 
its Original meaning ? Chriftians are not reduced to the ne- 
ceffity of fuch habitual mifapplication for the want of fuitable 
portions of Scripture ; for there is a great variety of other ex- 
preflions, in God’s word, peculiarly adapted to the feelings of 
gracious perfons, in the folemn circumitances of dying. 

Natural death is often perfonified by the King of Terrors ; 
and many apparently good people are in the habit of exprefling 
themfelves as though it was a revealed truth, that death is the 
king of terrors both to the faint, and to the finner. From rep- 
erefentations frequently made, the attentive youth receives this 
impreflion, and he receives it juftly, that even to the real Chrif- 
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tian, nothing is fo terrible as death. But, is this fentiment 
taught in the Oracles of God? In Job xviii. 14, we read an/af- 
feéting defcription, which the infpired Bildad gave of the wicked 
man; and among other things he faid, His confidence....... It fhall 
bring him to the king of terrors. ‘In thedame paragraph, a reafon 
for this aflertion is exprefled : His own coun/el /hall caft him down. 
It is afked, How is the upright and godly character implied in 
this threatening ? ‘The words are appropriated exprefsly to the 
wicked, to him that knoweth not God. There is no doubt but that 
death may be the king of terrors to thofe on whom the wrath of 
God abideth, and who die in their fins. But it appears inaccu- 
rate and unjuft to apply the words to the faithful in Chrift Fefus, 
who diéin the Lord, and for whom to die is gain. It is defirable 
that all thofe diftin@tions fhould be obferved that the Holy 
Ghoft hath made, between the righteous and the wicked. 
There are religious perfons who generally have. thefe peti- 
tions in their form of prayer; “ Lift thou -up the light of thy 
reconciled countenance upon us,” and “ Be thou a reconciled 
God unto us.” Are we fupported by the Scriptures, in mak- 
ing fuch requefts ? Do thefe petitions agree with the feelings of | 
a broken Spirit and a contrite heart ? We have no doubt but that 
it is the defire of the finner’s heart, when concerned for his 
foul, that God would be reconciled to him. The felf-juftify- 
ing tranfgreflor, in maintaining his controverfy againft the 
heavens, would have God come down to his terms. But, mutt 
God be reconciled to the finner ? Is God to acknowledge that 
his ways are unequal? Is God to recede from his holy law 
that the finner may be happy? The uniform language of Di- 
vine Revelation is to this point, Be ye reconciled to God. And 
when the heart is reconciled, then there is peace, contention 
with God ceafes, Jefus Chrift is precious to the foul, and the 
convert has joy unfpeakable. ‘The prayer in Pfalm iv. 6, 
Lord, lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon us, exprefles no 
idea of this kind, that Ged would be reconciled tous. ‘It im- 
plies, however, an heart reconciled to God, and earneftly fup- 
plicating the Divine prefence. In fuch a frame of fpirit, the 
difciple of Chrift prays, ‘“‘ Manifeft thyfelf unto us.” 

Ifa. lxiii. 3, is often introduced as referring to the fufferings of 
our bleffed Saviour. J have trodden the wine prefs alone, and of the 


people there was none with me; for I will tread themin mine anger, &c. 


Whoever reads thefe words, attentively, with the context, will 
fee reafons to believe that it is a prophecy yet to be fulfilled. 
The paragraph evidently looks forward to that great and glo- 
rious period Awtien Jefus Chrift will render vengeance to his ad- 
verfaries, when he will dafh them in pieces like a potter’s vef- 
fel, and ftain his raiment ‘with their blood. When ¢he year of 
his Redeemed is come, there will be fuch manifeftations of his 
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power both in the deftructionsof his enemies, and in the protec- 
tion of his little flock, that He alone will be exalted as his peo- 
ple’s Deliverer. Rev. xix. 13—16, furnifhes a key to this pro- 
phecy. Here the Holy Ghoft explains what was faid, in the 
prophetic words under confideration; and we contemplate 
Him, in profpeé, whofe name is called the Word of God, frmiting 
the nations, afid heading the wine pre/s of the fercene/s and wrath 
of Almighty God. 

That familiar Scripture in Hofea iv. 17, Ephraim is joined to 
idols, let him alone, has been often mifapplied. From the con- 
nexion in which the words are commonly ufed, people receive 
the idea that God is here addrefling the Holy Spirit, and direét- 
ing him to let hardened finners alone, to ftrive no more with 
them. By attending to what goes before, and what follows 
the text, the beft way of acquiring a true underftanding of 
God’s word, we fee reafons for believing a different fentiment 
here taught. The Lord by his prophet is {peaking to Judah, 
and warning him not to be meddling with the idolatries of 
Ephraim. Inclear view of the abominations committed by If- 
rael, the ten tribes, who are reprefented by Ephraim, God 
warned Judah in thefe words: Yet let not Fudah offend, and come 
not ye unto Gilgal, neither goye up to Bethaven, for there Jeroboam 
and his fucceffors facrificed to the golden calves. As if the 
Lord had faid, Ephraim is joined to idols; Judah, my word to 
you is this, Let himalone. ‘* Be not converfant with him, in his 
abominations. It is your duty to tarry at Jerufalem, to in- 
quire in the temple, and to be fteadfaft in my covenant.” In 
this text, it is conceived, the Lord folemnly warns all his people 
againft affociating with the ungodly world, in their fins, parallel 
with that direction in 2 Cor. vi. 17, Come out from among them, 


and be ye feparate, faith the Lord. 
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EXTRACT FROM A LETTER, 
Dated Manchefler, Vermont, Augufl 20, 1804, from Mr. A. Farrer. 


oe HERE has been, Sir, a very remarkable time of divine 

power in this quarter: a great fhaking among the dry 
bones, and as we have reafon to believe, a great {piritual refur- 
yection. Since the commencement of the late revival there 
have been added to the church in Fair-Haven, about twenty- 
five; Weybridge, twenty ; Manchefter, twelve ; Sudbury, ten ; 
Shoreham, fifteen; Poultney, fifteen; Hubbarditon, twenty- 
five; Addifon, thirty-five; Budport, fifty; Orwell, twenty- 
eight ; Benfon, one hundred and twenty-five ; Pittsford, one 
No.7. Vol. II. Kr hundred 
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hundred and twelve ; Rutland, one hundred and twenty-five ; 
‘Tenmeuth, fifty; Rupert, eighty-five; Dorfet, ninety-three ; 
Sandgate, fifty-fix ; Pawlet, fitteen; Bennington, one hundred 
and twelve; Hebron, about fifty. The work is fill going on 
in Hebron, Rupert, and I hope in this town. In about 
eighteen months, within about feventy miles in length and 
twenty in breadth, about one thoufand fouls have become 
hopeful converts to the truth as it is in Jefus. Truly it is the 
Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes.” 





-_—_—— ae — te 


A WALK OF USEFULNESS, 


A WEEK BEFORE THE WORLD’S END. 





NE day, mufing in my little parlour, my thoughts were 
carried forward to the laft week of the world’s ex- 


iftence. Ifuppefed this circumftance to be known only to my- 


felf, and that all things were inthe fame ftate they are now. [ 
determined to walk into London, to do all the good I poffibly 
could. On my way I overheard a drayman {wearing at a 
neighbour who had offended him. I touched him on the 
fhoulder, and whifpered in his ear, that the Son of God would 
call him to account for his f{wearing, and for all his condué, in 
the courfe of the week; and therefore advifed him to prepare 
to meet his Judge. The man, at firft, was remarkably ftruck 
with this uncommon and unexpected falutation. He then 
turned to his neighbours, faying, “ What think you this man 
has been telling me? He fays, the Judge of men is to be here 
in a week.”” Some laughed; another faid, “ Wo be to me if 
he be here fo foon, for I’ve been a wicked fellow.”—Another 
faid, “It is all a farce; let us mind our work:” and away 
they went. 

1 walked on ; but pafling a public houfe, and hearing a num- 
ber of people finging over a pot of porter, I returned, and ftep- 
ped into the houfe. Inquiring what they were about,—with 
an oath, one replied, ‘* We are making ourfelves merry with a 
little beer, Sir.”” ‘ Now, do not count me rude,’ faid I, ‘ when 
I afk, Have all of you been forry for your fins yet ?—has ever 
that coft you a ferious thought ” “Not much,” replied they 
all, with a fmile. ‘It is time, high time, that every one of 
you think ferioufly upon that matter, and how your fins may 
be pardoned, for the Judge is at the door; and when he com- 
eth he will bring every man to his bar, to anfwer for his deeds, 
whether good or bad.’ One man, who appeared more ferious 


than the others, requefted me to inform them how a fear 
could 
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could be faved ; “ for,” faid he, “I was once thinking a good 
deal about thefe things, but people told me I was turnin 
Methodilt ; and I did not like that, Sir; and fo I thought no 
more of the matter.” * Believe,’ faid I, ‘ as we finners, in the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, as the Son of God and Saviour of finners, 
and ye fhall be faved.’ I defired them alfo, when their work 
was over, to run to their Bibles, and there they would find full 
inftruction about things of the lalt importance for them to 
know. Upon this I left them, haftening to the chief concourfe 
of people, 1 mean the Royal Exchange. Here I found hun- 
dreds anxioufly occupied about the affairs of this life. I ftood 
upon a chair, that I might be feen by all; and, with a loud 
voice, requefted filence and attention for a few minutes, which 
the novelty of the circumitance foon obtained ; when I fpoke 
to the following purport : 

‘Gentlemen, unlefs I had a matter of the utmolt confe- 
quence to communicate, I could not have had the boldnefs to 
interrupt your bufinefs in this public way. You mutt, no 
doubt, be expecting that I am to convey important intelligence 
refpecting the war in which we are engaged. I may fay your 
conjecture, in one fenfe, is juft, for it certainly fhall be finifhed 
this week; but when you have heard the whole, I am furé that 
the intelligence will make no impreffion on the funds; for the 
funds fhall alfo terminate with time. The end of all things is 
at hand! The Judge is now on his throne of grace, but he 
leaves it on Sunday next for a throne of judgment: wherefore 
1 folemnly call upon every man prefent to confider his ways, 
to turn to the Lord and he fhall live, and welcome the Lord at 
his coming. But if you do not, you fhall be thruft from the 
prefence of the Lord into the prifon of perdition,—there to be- 
wail your folly forever and ever. Now is the accepted time, 
now is the day of falvation.” Hearken, ye ftout-hearted and far 
from rightcoufnefs, God has brought near to you the righteouf- 
nefs of his Son; and if you receive it, his falvation fhall not 
tarry : you fhall inftantly enter upon the enjoyment of it !’ 

This fpeech made a powerful impreflion upon many pref- 
ent: not that they believed the world would be ended fo foon 
as I had predicted,—but it led their attention to events which 
muft come fome time or other. 

Leaving the Exchange, I proceeded to vifit a Chriftian fam- 
ily who refided in the neighbourhood. I fhook hands, and in- 
atired if they had heard the good news. “No!” faid they, 
“ What news ?” *'The Lord is at hand; the Heavens fhall only 
retain him till Sabbath morning. One faid, “ Charming ! but 
I fear it is too good news to be true—tfhall [ be delivered from 
this frail, finful body, on Sabbath! Come, Lord Jefus, come 


guickly'”—A fecond added, * Amen, even fo come Lord Je- 
{us ; 
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fus ; I have waited for thy falvation.—But how do you know 
the Lord is to be here fo foon?”’ ‘ An angel told me fo,’ faid 
I, ‘laft night.’ A third perfon prefent called out, “ O Sirs, it 
is well with you, indeed! but it makes me tremble! O what 
fhall I do to be faved ?”’ .* Remember the old anfwer,’ replied 
I, * Believe in the Lord Jefus, and thou fhalt be faved.’ Light 
attended this faithful faying, for the youth was enabled to be- 
lieve in the perfect facrifice of Jefus ; and was immediately as 
happy as any of us. Then we all fat down and fung, “ Lo, he 
comes, with clouds defcending,” &c. After concluding our 
hymn we compared our feelings on the occafion, and found 
that the profpect of Chriflt’s near approach completely banifhed 
from our minds all fin; and the tempter feemed to have no 
power over us. What fools we have been, not to be daily look- 
ing for the coming of the Lord, and thus to have lived con- 
ftantly under the powers of the world to come ! 

In the evening I returned home, telling every paflenger I 
met on my way to preparé for the coming of the Lord. Mott 
of the night I {pent in prayer to God, befeeching him to make 
quick work with thoufands,—to create nations of believers in 
one day. 

Next day, I found the news had fpread all over the metrop- 
olis, Anxiety feemed vifible in almoft every countenance ; 
prayers were heard from almoft every houfe I pafled ; bufinedfs 
feemed quite at a ftand. The joy that I had on beholding 
thefe things I cannot exprefs; at the fame time it was fre- 
quently damped by fhocking fcenes which prefented themfelves 
to me: many had drank to intoxication to banifh thought. 
From bills pafted up, I found that the public amufements were 
greatly multiplied, in order to divert the public attention from 
impending ruin. This reminded me of the ftate of the old 
world when Noah entered the ark, who were eating and drink- 
ing, marrying and giving in marriage the very day when their 
deftruction commenced. 

I called at a houfe where an old Chriftian had been confined 
upwards of ten years to a fick bed. Said I, ‘ John, have you 
heard the good news” “O yes, good news it is to me ;” the 
day of my releafe is at hand; long have I looked for his ap- 
pearing : and fometimes, when in great agony, have I faid to 
my deareft Lord, * Why are thy chariot-wheels fo long of 
coming :” but I find that He who fhall come will come, and 
will not tarry. ‘The moment his trumpet fhall found, I fhall 
ftart up, and, afcending to my Lord and your Lord, I fhall 
leave death and the grave forever behind me.’ 

Tai this way was I employed till Sabbath morning about the 
dawn, when fuddenly the Heavens were opened, and their . 


glorious contents manifefted. The Saviour appeared, clothed 
with 
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with light as with a garment, attended with myriads of angels, - 
and myriads of glorified men, with palms of victory in their 
hands. Every eye was fixed on Jefus. Millions of ungodly 
men fought for hiding-places, but none could be found. An- 
gelic knowledge found them out, and angelic powers compelled 
them to appear before the judgment-feat of Chrift. Here they 
were arraigned, capitally convicted of treafon againft the Lord, 
and condemned to fuffer unutterable mifery forever and ever. 
The fcene now became inconceivably awful. ‘Iwo innumera- 
ble divifions of mankind on the eve of parting, to fee each oth- 
¢r no more, no, not forever and ever. 

The fcene clofed with Chrift’s commanding the wicked to 
depart from his prefence. He had no fooner faid Depart, than 
they immediately difappeared ; and the righteous, by his kind 
invitation, went into life eternal. 


HEMAN. 








To tHe EpitTors oF THE M. Miss1oNaryY MAGAZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 


By inferting the following Queries in your inflruGive publication, 
gou will oblige a conflant reader. 


DISCIPULUS. 
QUERIES. 
HAT are the two immutable things mention- 
or * ed in Hebrews vi. 18. ?>—“ That by two immuia- 


ble things, in which it was impoffible for God to lie, we might have a 
firong confolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope 
Set before us.” 

Query 2. What is the meaning of the paflage in 1 Kings 
xix. 12. ?— And after the earthquake a fire 3 but the Lord was not 
in the fire 3 and after the fire a fill fmall voice.” 

Query 3. What is the meaning’of the paflage in 1 Corin- 
thians iv. 7. ?—“ For who maketh thee to differ from another ? and 
what haft thou that thou didft not receive ? now, if thou didft receive 
it, why doft thou glory as if thou hadft not received it ?”’ 

uery 4. What are we to underltand by Judges xviii. 5, 6,?— 

“© And they faid unto him, Afe counfel, we pray thee, of God, that we 
may know whether our way which we go foall be profperous. And 
the pricft faid unto them, Go in peace: before the Lord is your way 
wherein ye go.” Was the true God inquired of ? If he was, 
and gave an anfwer of peace, did he not countenance idolatry ? 


Query 
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Query 5. Suppofe a perfon defires admiffion inte a church, 
and they all from A to Y are fatisfied, but Z can get no evi- 
dence that the proponent has ever feen the plague of his own 
heart: What fhall Z do? 2 

Query 6. Suppofe a perfon defires to commune occafionally 
with a church, and they are all willing to admit him to fuch 
communion, but one member, who is diffatisfied with him on 
account of fome immorality : What courfe of conduc ought 
to be purfued in fuch a cafe? 


ae 


A REQUEST. 


A CONSTANT reader of this ufeful work, requefts that 
he may fee in the Maffachufetts Miffionary Magazine, a plain and 
familiar explanation of the Prophet Micaiah’s words to Ahab, 
1 Kings xxii. 19-23. “ And he faid, Hear thou therefore the 
avord of the Lord: I faw the Lord fitting on his throne, and all the 
hoft of heaven ftanding by him on his right hand and on his left. And 
the Lord faid, Who fhall perfuade Ahab, that he may go up and fall at 
Ramothgilead ? And one faid on this manner, and another faid on that 
manner. And there came forth a fpirit, and ftood before the Lord, and 

faid, I will perfuade him. And the Lord faid unto him, Wherewith ? 
And he faid, I will go forth, and I will be a lying fpirit in the mouth 
of all his prophets. And he faid, Thou fhalt perfuade him, and prevail 
alfo: go forth, and do fo. Now therefore, bebold, the Lord hath 
put a lying fpirit in the mouth of all thefe thy prophets, and the Lord 
hath {poken evil concerning thee.” 


IN the Memoir of C. Townfend, Efq. we have the following 
fentence :—‘‘ He had formerly tried his fortune repeatedly in 
the lottery, in expectation of a large prize ; but he made it the 
eonftant matter of his prayer that he might never have one, 
without a heart to ufe it to the glory of God.”’” Your correfs 
pondent will feel highly obliged by a reply to the following 
queries :—* Is it lawful for Chriftians to adventure in lotteries ? 
—Is it a commendable prattice ?—Is it what a Chriftian min- 
ifter fhould countenance or blame? or fhould he leave it as a 
matter wholly indifferent 2” 








AS it is the unavoidable lot of fome tradefmen, efpecially in 
travelling on bufinefs, to be obliged to aflociate with ungodly 
men, it is an inquiry of much importance,—How may a profeff- 
ing Chriftian beft defend himfelf againft the danger of evil company ? 
‘An anfwer to this, by fome of your judicious Correfpondents, 
efpecially by one who knows the danger by experience, will be 
highly acceptable to A. Traveccer. 
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DISPLAY OF GOD’s GOODNESS, 
IN ANSWER TO PRAYER. 


«* What various hind’rances we meet 

«In coming @ a mercy seat! 

** Yet who that knows the-worth of prayer, 

“< But wishes to be often there !” Cowper. 


To —— 





Sir, 


WAS lately {pending an evening at the houfe of a partic- 
ular friend, where a circumftance was related by an old la- 

dy, who was one of the company, which I thought worthy of 
particular attention, and which, if your fentiments concur with 
mine, you will perhaps confider as deferving a place in your 
ufeful Mifcellany. It is a faé, which is not perhaps generally 
known, that Dr. Jofeph Stennet, the father of the late Dr. 
Samuel Stennet, though he received an excellent education by 
the care of his father, from his ignorance of trade, and the dif- 
fidence he felt on entering on the public miniftry, was, in the 
early part of life, engaged as a clerk in fome manufactory at 
Abergavenny (I think in the iron trade). During his refidence 
at this place, a poor man, whofe bufinefs it was to prepare 
charcoal for the manufaétory, was, by a heavy fall of fnow (a 
eircumiftance very common in that mountainous country) pre- 
vented from purfuing his ufual occupation, and reduced to a 
ftate of the utmoft diftrefs. His itock of provifions was en- 
tirely expended ; the fnow rendered it impoflible for him to 
repair to the neighbouring village; and his children were cry- 
ing for bread. In this dreadful exigency he acted the part of a 
Chriftian: he retired to his chamber, and poured out his heart 
to God, earneftly entreating, either that he would remove the 
craving appetites of his children, or afford him the means of 
fatisfying their wants. Soon after his return from prayer, the 
children went quietly to bed; and about three o’clock im the 
mornimg he was roufed from his repofe by a knocking at his 
door: upon opening which he found a perfon on horfeback, 
who faid he was fent by a Mr, Jones, who refided in the neigh- 
bourhood, with a fack of provifions. ‘The good man was not 
curious to inquire into circumftances, but confidered the event 
as a peculiar interpofition of Providence in anfwer to prayer. 
He recolleéted, however, having occafionally converfed with 2 
gentleman of that name (a Prefbyterian) whom he had fome- 
times met with. as he was going ‘to meeting. Mr. Stennet, 
knowing that the man was in low circumiftances, when he had 
an 
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an opportunity of feeing him again at the manufattory, in- 
quired how he had fared during the feverity of the feafon ; 
when the good man informed him of the circumftances which 
I have now related. 

Some time after, as Mr. Stennet was ftanding by an inn, in 
the town, a gentleman rode up to the door, whom the landlord: 
accofted by the name of Jones. He was immediately ftruck 
with the idea, that this was the perfon who had been the in- 
ftrument of fupplying the wants of the poor man; and, upon 
inquiry, found his conjecture verified. He retired with the 
gentleman into the inn; and was there informed of the pecu- 
har circumftances which led to the above tranfaction. _ Mr. 
Jones told him that he had been meditating on the goodnefs of 
God towards himfelf, till he felt his gratitude rife to a higher 
pitch than ufual, and immediately refolved to do what he could 
to promote the end of his creation, the glory of God. He re- 
tired to bed, fell afleep, and dreamed that the poor man, whom 
I have juft mentioned, was in diftrefled circumftances, and 
his children in want of bread. At the fametime a voice feem- 
ed to fay, “* Help the poor collier.” He therefore determined 
to fend him afliltance onthe morrow. He went to fleep again ; 
and again the dream, as well as the admonition, was repeated ; 
and he again formed the fame refolution. The fame circum- 
ftances were reiterated a third time: upon which he arofe from 
his bed, took a fack, filled it with whatever eatables he could 
find, and difpatched a fervant on horfeback with them to the 
poor man’s houfe. ‘Thus did God anfwer the prayer of the 
deftitute, and appeared a prefent help in time of need. From 
the knowledge | have of the relator of the above circumftance, 
I have no reafon to doubt the authenticity of the tale; and 
hope it may be the means of encouraging the afflicted amongtt 
the Lord’s people to truft in him at all times, and pour out 
their hearts before him. I am, dear Sir, 
| Yours in the bonds of the gofpel, 

j. D. 








: EXPERIENCE OF P. R. 


bese I was young, the death of my father ferioufly im- 
, prefled my mind. It appeared to be a call that came 
exceedingly clofe to me, to be prepared for death! But I was 
afraid to think of it ; the language of my trembling heart. was, 
‘**Go thy way for this time ; when I have a more convenient 
feafon I will attend to the one thing needful, but at prefent it 
is too gloomy ;” and I began to makeanexcufe. This paflage 

of 
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of fcripture would often occur to my mind, “ be ye alfo ready ;” 
but with all the refolution in my power I ftrove to banifh the 
idea far from me. I tho’t I would meditate on divine things 
and prepare myfelf for death when old. I had feveral checks 
of confcience, but ftill I refifted every foft invitation ; and my 
heart would fay, “ what have I to do with thee ? I befeech thee 
torment me not.” 

After fome time I lof thofe ferious reflections, and trufted in 
my own ftrength, and refted fecure. On being alarmed at a 
very fudden death of a young perfon, it convinced me J mutt 
die; I found I never before believed, / fhould die my/if. 
Shocked at the tho’t, I looked to the right hand and to the left 
for a way to efcape, but, alas! a dreadful found was in my 
ears. “ You muft die—you are not prepared—you are not 
ready—and yet you mutt die;” nor could I get free from thefe 
dreadful ideas. Surprifed at a heart full of enmity to God; 
and funk at a fenfe of my guilt, in this diftrefs of mind, I 
kriew not what to do. Yet in compliance with my promife 
that I would attend, and as I was yet {pared alive, and taking 
fome encouragement from thefe words, “afk and ye fhall re- 
ceive,” I tho’t I could do fomething acceptable ; but in the 
attempt, I found I could do nothing. All my righteoufnefs 
became as filthy rags; ftript naked, I had nothing to offer to> 
atone for my fins. My heart was in dire& rebellion againtt 
my Maker, and I began to accufe him of being a hard Matter, 
“reaping where he had not fown, and gathering where he had 
not ftrawed!” In this agitation of mind I could not fee myfelf 
to be blamed. That the. Lord was no refpecter of perfons, 
and yet had eleéted fome to everlafting life, was quite myfte- 
rious and dark; nor could I fee the confiftency of God’s deal. 
ings towards mankind, and yet be ftyled a juft God. Not 
willing the Lord fhould know the awful language of my heart, 
in the extreme anguifh of my mind, 1 could not endure the all 
feeing eye of my Judge. Although held bound in his hands, 
yet with the firongeft efforts imaginable | {trove to get out of 
his hands, and fcreen myfelf from his prefence! Not willing 
the Lord fhould rule, fain would I have dethroned him, and 
have taken the reins of government in my own hands; fay- 
ing, “ I will not have this man to reign over me.” In this out- 
rageous oppofition of heart, a fecret fomething, beyond 
my utmoft faculty to deferibe or conceive, broke in on my 
mind : foft as the gentle breath of zephyrs, it whifpered peace 
to my foul. I was hufhed—my eyes were opened—I found 
it was / mgfelf that was inthe fault. That which was once 
No. 7. Vol. Il. LL dark, 
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dark, was then opened plain to my view. Struck dumb—I 
could not open my mouth, in my own defence. I faw that I 
was jultly condemned, nor could I expec mercy. It cannot 
be jut in God, thought I, to pardon fo great a finner! If I was 
caft into mifery, I tho’t I could praife, him forever. I could 
not fpeak, for it appeard to me I was acchild. Helplefs as an 
infant, weary and heavy laden, I funk in the arms of Chrift to 
be entirely at his difpofal. If I was loft, I tho’t it would be 
more for the glory of God, therefore I could acquiefce in it 
with entire refignation, “ even fo Father, for fo it feemeth good 
in thy fight.” Here I found I reited fweetly, as babes ileep 
in the arms of parents. Thefe words came to my mind, “ The 
Lord reigns, let the earth rejoice, let the multitude of the ifles 
be glad thereof.” They were words of confolation tome. I 
wondered at the ferenity of my mind, and thought I was left 
to myfelf becaufe 1 had grieved the heavenly Dove. Some- 
times I had a faint hope that my peace was made with God, 
but when I confidered the tree was known by its.fruits, and the 
heart was deceitful, I tho’t I had no grounds for hope. Since 
that, I have cherifhed a thought that the Lord has been plea- 
fed to enlighten my foul, and I hope and truft I have had con- 
folation and joy unfpeakable. In view of profeffing religion, 
thefe words came to my mind, ‘‘ He that is afhamed of me, 
of him will the Son of man be afhamed”—“ He that knoweth 
his Mafter’s will, and doth it not, fhall be beaten with many 
ftripes’”—“ Now alfo the ax is laid unto the root of the 


tree.” 


I ardently defire to be enabled to do whatever appears to be 
duty. Weak and frail as I am, fain would I beg to be 
reckoned as one of the hired fervants, not worthy to be confid- 
ered as one of the children. While I live may I enjoy your 


prayers. 
R. P. 


Difirid of Maine, Sept. 1804. 


NEW 
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NEW YEAR’s DAY REFLECTIONS. 


--- — —— 


AVING obtained help of God, I continue to this day. 

The year pait I have had clearer views of the wonderful 
condefcention of the Lamb of God, in his incarnation, and in 
the affumption- of a human foul, our holy brother, into 
union with the uncreated, eternal Word, the fecond perifon of 
the adorable Trinity. A moft venerable myttery ! 

I have, this day, been reviewing the feries of the divine 
goodnefs to me, ever fince my birth. How graciouily hath 
my heavenly Father dealt with me! Blefs the Lord, O my 
foul! and forget not all his benefits: God hath fo ordered, 
that I have fpent my life, from my earlieft youth, among books ; 
but the moft valuable knowledge, which I have obtained, is 
not the mathematical and philofophical {ciences ; not the ancient 
learned languages; not ecclefiaftical hiftory, and the hiftory 
of nations and empires; not the knowledge of law, and the po- 
litical conftitutions of Europe :—but that, in which I have 
found the greateft entertainment and {fatisfaction, is, the knowl- 
edge of Jefus Chrift, and the redemption of the crofs. The fa- 
cred oracles open the moft wonderful difcoveries, and enlarged 
views, of the auguft councils of infinite wifdom and grace. 
Through the blood of the crofs, Jefus has laid the foundation 
of our reconciliation, and union alfo, to the Divinity. Glorious 
falvation this ! God manifeft in the flefh, feen of angels, taken 
up to glory. Of the bleffed Jefus I am an unworthy minifter. 
O that I could ferve him equal to his deferts from man! But, 
alas! what little fervour have I, in the fervice of fo glorious a 
Matter! When I review my miniftry, it has been fo poor aad 
mean, fo felfith, fo unfaithful, fo little animated with the fpirit 
and great caufe of Chrift, fo filled with negle&, ill condué, 
and imperfeétion, that I blufh to think of a reward from a Maf- 
ter, to whom I owe my all; and can think of nothing but of 
going to receive (if I can efcape rebuke) mercy and forgive- 
_nefs only, if poflible, for doing his work fo poorly. The gogd 
Lord pardon me for Jefus’ fake; and lay not miquity to my 
charge. O that I may be quickened by his grace, and enliven- 
ed in fo glorious a work, as teftifying the grace of God to a 
finful world, the remaining moments of my life! I rejoice that 
God fo ordered it in his providence, that I was put into the 

miniftry : 
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miniftry : I delight in the fervice—But fhudder at the thoughts 
of the reckoning. This accounting for the blood of fouls, laid 
to the charge of an ungracious, an unfaithful miniftry, is awful 
and tremendous. In the view of this, O Jefus! I fly to thy 
holy facrifice, thy all-atoning blood. May I be refolved, more 
and more, to ftand in the lot afligned, not in my own weaknefs, 
but in the ftrength of thy grace, without which I am, and fhall 
be, nothing. Direé& my miniftrations, and give efficacy to 
them; that, teftifying repentance toward God, and faith in our 
Lord Jeftis Chrift, I may perfuade at leaft fome few of this 
world of millions of rebels to be reconciled to God. 

When I review my life, from my earlieft years to this day, I 
find it filled with the care, protection and goodneis of Heaven— 
filled with infirmities of body and mind—filled with imperfec- 
tion and fin. My fins are fo numerous, fo conftant, fo pre- 
vailing, and fo uncontrollable, that I am covered with remorfe 
and confufion. I know that the atonement and merits of my 
Redeemer are all-fufficient ; and fo they are for all the mifera- 
ble in hell. But, the imperfeétions, follies, and iniquities of 
my life, and of my very heart, excite in me great doubts and 
fears, left 1 fhall prove a caft-away. I keep up, indeed, a 
conftant, daily, and unremitted courfe of prayer, reading of the 
Scriptures, meditation, and mental devotion; and am habitual- 
ly feeking God’s grace, and energetic influence, to enlighten 
and fanétify me. But, alas! how little progrefs do I make in 
religion ! 








INTERESTING INCIDENT. 


N the evening that the Hottentots were in the Scots 
Church, in Swallow Street, a negro boy, about fifteen 
years old, anxious to fee the converts to Chriftianity from his 
quarter of the world, of whom every body was fpeaking, pref- 
fed through the crowd, and, at length, reached the veftry-door. 
The fervice had clofed ; and the Hottentots were taking a little 
wine with the minifter and friends, who were ftanding around 
them. ‘The moment that Mary’s eye caught the face of the 
boy, fhe flew to him, took him eagerly to her arms, fondled over 
him with much maternal affection; and Martha having now come 
forward, they put fome queftions to him in Dutch, repeated 
them again‘and again with great earneltnefs of manner, and 
feemed 
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feemed much difappointed at his giving them no anfwer. 
Recollecting, at laft, that the lad did not underftand Dutch, 
Mary haftened to her minifter,. Mr. Kicherer, brought him to 
the boy, requefting him to put the queftion to him in Englifh. 
He did fo. The queftion which they had, with fo much con- 
cern, been addrefling to the negro boy, was, ‘*Do you love the 
Lord Jefus Chrift? Do you love the Lord Jefus Chrift ?’— 
The poor boy who, may be, had heard little of Jefus Chrift, 
fave in the blafphemies of nominal profeflors, looked blank, 
confufed, and gave no anfwer. Their mortification was ex- 
treme; their countenances fell; they were grieved to find a 
native of Africa, who had enjoyed the privileges of this coun- 
try, unacquainted with the Redeemer.—Reader, thou hait 
long enjoyed thefe {fpiritual privileges! How ftands thy heart 
affected to the Son of God?—Liften to the following awful 
words, as if feven thunders uttered their voices :—“ If any 
man love not the Lord Jefus Chrift, let him be anathema 
maranatha.” 








WORLDLY ATTACHMENTS UNNECESSARY. 


T is reported by the Rabbinical writers, that Melchifedec, 

being warned of God to build a houfe for himfelf, for 
that he had yet 500 years to live,—anfwered, That for fo fhort 
a time it was not worth the labour. 

Whether this ftory be true or falfé, we may learn from it the 
exceflive folly of modern worldlings, who mutt calculate their 
lives, not by hundreds of years,—but by the day, by the fpan, 
by the inch, and yet are as folicitous about worldly matters, as 
if they were fure of ages to come ! 

“ Lord! make me to know mine end, and the meafure of 
my days, what it is, that I may know how frail I am!” 








ANECDOTE. 


THE Gofpel having been fent, by Lady Huntingdon’s in- 
fluence, to a place of public refort, it pleafed God to bring 
nearly all the domeftic fervants of a noble perfonage under 

ferious 
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ferious impreffions. Their converfion was not merely to opin- 
ions; they lived under the influence of the gofpel, and became 
diftinguifhed for their exemplary conduct and zealous endea- 
vours to promote the falvation of their neighbours. Their noble 
matter was jeered by fome of the company, upon the revolution 
which had taken place among his fervants by a change of their 
religion. His Lordfhip replied, “ As to the change of their 
religion, or what their religious fentiments are, I cannot tell ; 
but one thing I know, that fince they have changed their reli- 
gion, they have been much better feryants, and fhall meet with 
no oppofition from me.”’—How happy is it for hearers and 
profeilors of the gofpel, when their good conduét puts to filence 
the ignorance of foolifh {peakers ! 


AR A TATE ASTRO Att TA 5 RAPE. 





BLASPHEMOUS ABUSE OF SCRIPTURE. 


REPROOF to thofe who lightly and irreverently 
make ufe of Seripture-phrafes in common converfation 
may be of ufe. This fhould be reftrained. in time, or perfons 
may go as far as a wretch in the ifland of Jerfey did. He was 
a notorious drunkard,—he would often drink half a pint of 
neat Holland’s at a time, and with thefe words in his mouth :— 
*¢ Be not drunk with wine, wherein is excefs, but be filled with 
the Spirit”? On other occafions, when drinking off a {mall 
lafs, he would profanely quote*thefe words: “ Take heed 
ae ye defpife not one of thefe Uittle ones.” I mention this fad 
inftance, to warn others againft perverting and abufing that 
facred book, which is able to make us wife unto falvation. 








The Inattentive Worfbipper. 


“MYRTILLA does, ’tis true, repair 
Each Sabbath to the heufe of pray’r ; 
So far we may commend. 
But to be feen is all her care ; 
Myrtilla may the trouble fpare,— 
Her portrait let her fend. 
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POETRY. - 


—— -— 


THE HIDING PLACE. t 


“ The Hiding Place, I am informed, was occaftoned by an incident 
in our revolutionary war.. A Britifh officer, in the time of an en- 
gagement, a bimfelf under a bridge to avoid the danger to which 
he was exp A 3 and when in that fituation, or foon afterwards, 
found our bleffed Redeemer as his fure wiDING PLACE. Thefe-ines 
were writien by a poor, unfortunate, but pious man, of but a com- 
mon education, who, after this event, became acquainted with the officer. 
L know the writer, he is fill living, and an objed of charity. His 
parents I well knew. They were poor, but pious ; his mother eminent- 


ly fo. She died like a Che in the full hope of eternal glory.” 


Extract of a Letter from a worthy Correspondent. 


AIL fovereign love, which firft began 
A fcheme to refcue fallen man ! 
Hail matchlefs, free, eternal grace, 


Which gave my foul a Hiding Place! 


il. 


Againft the God, who rules the fky, 
I fought with hands uplifted high : 
Defpis’d the manfions. of his grace, 
T 0 proud to feek a Hiding Place. 


Ill. 


Enwrapt in dark Egyptian night, 
And fond of darknefs more than light, 
Madly I ran the finful race, 


Secure without a Hiding Place. 


Iv. ; 
ae 
When, lo! the eternal counfels ran, | 
Almighty grace, arreft that man : 
I felt the arrows of diftrefs, 
And found [had no Hiding Place. . 


Vindittive Fe 
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Poetry. 


Vv. 


Vindiétive juftice ftood in view ; 

To Sinai’s fiery mount I flew; 

But juftice cry’d, with frowning face, 
This mountain is no Hiding Place. - 


Vi. 


Then, lo! a heav’nly voice I heard, 
And mercy’s Angel foon appear’d, 
Who led me, on a pleafing pace, 
To Fefus as my Hiding Place. 


vil. 
On him eternal vengeance fell, 
Which muft have funk a world to hell ; 


He bore it for the chofen race ; 
And thus became their Hiding Place. 


Vill. 


Should feven-fold ftorms and thunders roll, 
And fhake the globe from pole to pole; 


No thunder bolts can daunt my face; 
For Fefus is my Hiding Place. 


IX. 


A few more rolling feas, at moft, 
Will land me on fair Canaan’s coaft : 
There I fhall fing redeeming grace, 
And fee my glorious Hiding Place. 


——— 
[eS 





